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                                              Essay on Titus Andronicus
Titus Andronicus is a tragedy written by William Shakespeare published between 1588 and 1593. This play was published with the idea that the audience itself would be able to grasp the true appearance and culture of the Roman Empire. The rape and mutilation of Lavinia is one of the cornerstones of the play and it has a direct effect on the central conflict. The purpose of this essay is to represent and discuss the importance and the consequences of the part of the play being illustrated in the following picture and how it can be related to Titus Andronicus tragic end.   
This illustration represents the kidnapping of Lavinia to meet her fate and Tamora, the Goth Queen, watching as she is being kidnapped. This part of the play happens in act 2 scene 3. The reason this is one of the cornerstones of the story conflict is that when Lavinia is raped and mutilated by Demetrius and Chiron the consequences of this action and of the persons involved repercuss all along the play until the very end. When this conflict is developed along the play there are several moments when the play’s plot could have changed and the tragic end could have been avoided. First Marcus finds her mutilated and decides to tell Titus Andronicus about this instead of going to the authorities. Marcus says “Come, let us go, and make thy father blind/ for such a sight will blind a father's eye”(Titus Andronicus, 2.4.1116-1117). 
This was the first act that proved that Marcus had empathy for Titus Andronicus suffering but decides not to tell the authorities about the crime and he decides not to do anything about it when he is aware of who the culprits really are. Most critics believe Lavinia’s rape is a symbol of  the betrayal of Tamora towards Titus Andronicus and in a certain way the morbidity of the Roman society (”Absolute Shakespeare”).
Almost at the end of the play the emperor addresses Titus Andronicus and says “What, was she ravish'd? tell who did the deed.”(Titus Andronicus, 5.3.2586). In this line it is evident that even at this point of the play the emperor was ready to strike justice on the criminals if they were proven guilty in court, this course of action could have also changed the plot and also Titus Andronicus tragic demise. The rape of Lavinia was considered a shame to both the family and her because she had lost her virginity. The shame along with the death of his two sons turned Titus Andronicus into a fallen hero.  At the end of the play Titus kills his daughter and Tamora with her sons included and his tragic end is met. Titus was considered a hero until his lust for revenge against Tamora and the emperor along with the people guilty of raping his daughter  took place and he became what is known as a tragic hero.
The illustration of this scene was made by Samuel Woodforde (”BBC”). This illustration represents the scene were Lavinia is taken by Demetrius and Chiron. During scene 1 in act 2 Chiron and Demetrius rush in, fighting with one another about which of them is more worthy of Lavinia's love and Aaron devises a plan so that both of them rape Lavinia during a hunt se ad planned with Bassianus. Shakespeare uses the character of Lavinia in the play Titus Andronicus as a plot device, the character of Lavinia is used to motivate Titus Andronicus rage and madness for revenge. After she meets her purpose she is seen as an object because of her lack of communication. The consequence of the illustrated scene is evident in Titus Andronicus tragic mistake and the transformation he endured to become a fallen hero because it is one, if not the one, event that makes Titus Andronicus begin the process making his tragic mistake which lead him to become a fallen hero.
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